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TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: UNHCR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES 

1 . THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE UNHCR CONCLUDED ITS 
ANNUAL SESSION IN GENEVA ON OCTOBER 13 AND AMONG SEVERAL 
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CONCLUSIONS APPROVED WITHOUT OBJECTION THE FOLLOWING U.S. 
SPONSORED RECOMMENDATIONS ON ASSISTANCE TO INDOCHINESE 
REFUGEES: 

- — THE MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE - CONCERNED BY 
THE PLIGHT OF REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA - 

- — (A) EXPRESSED APPRECIATION OF THE EFFORTS OF THE HIGH 
COMMISSIONER IN CARRYING OUT SPECIAL HUMANITARIAN TASKS FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF REFUGEES FROM INDOCHINA. 

(B) RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR CONTINUED HUMANITARIAN 

ASSISTANCE PARTICULARLY IN THE AREA OF RESETTLEMENT AND 
URGED THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY TO COOPERATE FULLY WITH 
THE HIGH COMMISSIONER BY EXTENDING SUCH ASSISTANCE. 

- — (C) RECALLED THAT THE HIGH COMMISSIONER HAD ISSUED 
NUMEROUS APPEALS TO GOVERNMENTS OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS 
FOR HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE IN VARIOUS FORMS. 

- — (D) NOTED WITH DEEP SATISFACTION THE INITIATIVES 
TAKEN BY THE HIGH COMMISSIONER WITH THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 
OF THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZA- 
TION (IMCO) WHICH RESULTED IN A JOINT APPEAL ISSUED ON 3 
OCTOBER 1977 TO SHIP-OWNERS TO RESCUE QUOTE BOAT PEOPLE 
UNQUOTE FROM INDOCHINA IN DISTRESS ON THE HIGH SEAS. 
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- — (E) URGED THE HIGH COMMISSIONER TO RENEW AND CONTINUE 
TO STRENGTHEN HIS EFFORTS TO SECURE HUMANITARIAN ASSIS- 
TANCE AND COOPERATION FOR INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN THE 
FOLLOWING AREAS: 

(1) OBTAINING THE FULL APPLICATION OF EXISTING 

INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS RELATING TO THE RESCUE OF PERSONS 
ON THE HIGH SEAS IN THE AREAS WHERE INDOHINESE REFUGEES 
ARE LIKELY TO BE LOCATED. 

(2) SEEKING THE ELIMINATION OF SITUATIONS WHERE 

PERMISSION TO LAND AT THE FIRST OR EVEN THE SECOND PORT OF 
CALL IS REFUSED, EITHER TO QUOTE BOAT PEOPLE UNQUOTE OR 
TO REFUGEES ON MERCHANT SHIPS WHO HAVE BEEN RESCUED AT SEA. 

(3) SECURING GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION 

IN THE GRANTING OF ASYLUM IN AREAS WHERE IT IS FIRST 
SOUGHT. INCLUDING LIKELY FIRST PORTS OF CALL FOR QUOTE 
BOAT PEOPLE UNQUOTE. 

(4) CONTINUING TO SEEK MAXIMUM RESETTLEMENT 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR BOTH INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN THE CAMPS 
IN THAILAND AND FOR THE QUOTE BOAT PEOPLE UNQUOTE. 

(5) CONTINUING TO BRING TO THE ATTENTION OF GOVERN- 
MENTS AND AGENCIES THE URGENT NEED FOR FINANCIAL AND OTHER 
ASSISTANCE NECESSARY TO PROVIDE A HUMANITARIAN SOLUTION TO 
THE PLIGHT OF INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN CAMPS IN THAILAND, 

TO MEET RESETTLEMENT EXPENSES AND SETTLEMENT EXPENSES AND 
TO MEET THE COSTS OF TEMPORARY CARE AND MAINTENANCE IN 
AREAS OF FIRST ASYLUM. 

2. RECOMMENDATION RECEIVED STRONG SUPPORT FROM CANADA. 
AUSTRALIA AND THE UK AND INFORMAL AND PRIVATE APPROVAL 
FROM FRANCE, BELGIUM. AUSTRIA, THE FRG, NORWAY, DENMARK, 
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THE NETHERLANDS, THE HOLY SEE, SWITZERLAND, VENEZUELA, 
ISRAEL AND NIGERIA; THAILAND, THOUGH AN OBSERVER, GAVE 
ITS ASSENT. RECOMMENDATION WAS APPROVED WITHOUT DEBATE OR 
CHANGE IN U.S. TEXT. 

3. THE UNHCR NOW HAS A CLEAR MANDATE FROM HIS GOVERNING 
BOARD TO RENEW AND STRENGTHEN HIS EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF 
INDOCHINESE REFUGEES IN SEVERAL AREAS. OPERATIVE PARA- 
GRAPHS 1-5 OF THE TEXT COVER THESE AREAS. ADDRESSEES 
SHOULD ACCORDINGLY DRAW ON THE TEXT IN ANY DISCUSSION OF 
THE INDOCHINESE REFUGEE PROBLEM WITH HOST GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALST IS HOPED THEY AS WE WILL BE ASKING UNHCR 

FROM TIME TO TIME WHAT SPECIFIC ACTIONS HIS OFFICE HAS 
TAKEN TO IMPLEMENT THIS RECOMMENDATION OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE. IT IS FURTHER HOPED THAT THEY WILL SUPPORT 
WHEREVER POSSIBLE ANY NEW INITIATIVES TAKEN BY UNHCR. 
PARTICULAR ATTENTION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THE NEED TO RESCUE 
QUOTE BOAT PEOPLE UNQUOTE AT SEA, TO THE APPLICATION OF 
LIBERAL ASYLUM POLICIES, TO THE NEED FOR MORE RESETTLEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES AND TO BROADEN THE BASE OF FINANCING UNHCR 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS. VANCE 
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